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Ka`u High School students plant Native Hawaiian plants in front of new PTA 
Headquarters 
By Bob McElroy 
Pohakuloa Training Area Public Affairs Officer 
 
POHAKULOA TRAINING AREA, Hawaii—Seven months after their first visit
students from the Ka`u High School Future Farmers of America returned and
their greening of this dry, dusty area. 
 In October 2004 twelve Ka`u FFA students spent two days at PTA and pla
hundreds of Native Hawaiian plants in the training area and along a portion o
Saddle Road. 
 During last week’s visit to PTA eight students planted 330 Native Hawaiia
front of the new Consolidated Command and Range Control building. The na
will bring some needed greenery to the landscape and complement the new 
Hawaiian-inspired design. 

The students also laid out several square yards of straw coconut blan
(composed of straw and coconut fiber) on the bare soil to help prevent erosio
 According to Dave Faucette, PTA’s Integrated Training Area Manager, the
should last about two years before they need to be replaced. 
 Faucette said that the students planted several varieties of native shrubs: 
Bidens or Ko`oko`olau, Dodonea or A`ali`i and Chenopodia or Aweoweo.  

The students also planted a native grass called Lovegrass. It has no k
Hawaiian name, Faucette said. 

Faucette was grateful for the work the Ka`u students performed at PT
“What they did would have taken me two weeks to do by myself and t

five hours.” 
Ka`u High School Agriculture teacher and FFA advisor Terence Moniz

the Bidens shrubs his students planted came from the school’s greenhouses
ago his students gathered the seeds at PTA, germinated and nurtured them 
were ready to be planted outdoors.  

Moniz said that his students have more native plants growing in the sc
greenhouse but they aren’t ready to go into the ground. These plants: Cheno
Mamane and Dodonea were all grown from seeds the students gathered at P
October. 

Although his group is smaller this time out, Moniz has the same goal a
visit to PTA: get his students interested in a career. 
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 Moniz may have achieved that goal in the case of junior Robyn Zumwalt. After 
her visit to PTA in October 2004 she changed her career plans.  

“She got so turned on from the last trip. She was interested in CSI stuff (Crime 
Scene Investigation) but now she’s into plants,” Moniz said. “This is what she wants to 
do.” 

Moniz added that Zumwalt plans to participate in Forestry TEAM (Tropical 
Ecosystem Agri-Forestry Management) training at Hawaii Community College in Hilo 
this summer. 

According to the program brochure, TEAM teaches students to actively manage 
threatened native forests and regenerate Native Hawaiian ecosystems.  

Moniz said that this is the first time the program was offered to high school 
students. Zumwalt was one of only two high school students selected for the six-week 
program. 

The Forestry TEAM offered scholarships and they selected her, Moniz said 
proudly.  

Another student who has benefited from FFA membership is senior Janet Mahiai, 
who will graduate from Ka`u High School on June 3. In addition to learning about plants, 
Mahiai said she’s happy to have done something meaningful with the FFA. 

When planning this visit to PTA Moniz cast an eye to the future and brought three 
eighth grade students in hopes of sparking an interest in agriculture, plants and the FFA 
in them.   

Like his group’s earlier visit to PTA, this visit was sponsored by the Big Island 
Bird Hunters Club and supported by Faucette. The Bird Hunters and Faucette have 
done considerable work of late at PTA on outplantings as well as building bird-watering 
stations.  

Moniz is a member of the Bird Hunters and is grateful for their support as well as 
Faucette’s. 

“If it wasn’t for Steve Hurt and the Bird Hunters, and Dave (Faucette) too, we 
wouldn’t be able to do this,” he said.  

Hurt, the president of the Big Island Bird Hunters Club, said his group was happy 
to sponsor the Ka`u FFA students because such trips “…open vistas for them to see.  
Our purpose is to educate and be good neighbors and work with people. It’s win-win for 
everyone.” 

Hurt said that working with the students gives him “deep-personal satisfaction 
that needs to be experienced to explain. 

“I know we’ve done something beneficial that should be here for a while,” Hurt 
said. “It gives me a sense of satisfaction that doesn’t have a price tag. We’re leaving a 
positive footprint on the land.” 

And for Moniz and his students the satisfaction is as great. 
“This is great for the kids,” Moniz said. “It’s service learning at its best and 

environmental protection.” 
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MEDIA NOTE: For more information, call Bob McElroy, Pohakuloa Training Area Public 

Affairs Officer, at (808) 969-2405 or (808) 756-2501. 

 


